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ANALYSE D OUVRAGE 


CLOFRES r Checklist of the fishes of the Red Sea* by Menahem Dor, Israel Academy of Scien¬ 
ces and Humanities* Jerusalem, 427 pp. (1984) 

Youth has energy ; the energy to tackle large and often daunting projects, to cheerfully 
think that a year will see the job done and to labour far into the night at all the grinding detail 
necessary to underpin the enterprise. Few in their seventies* let alone rising into their eighties 
still have such energy in reserve* but ichthyology* like other discipline* has its share, Menahem 
Dor is one of those and he joins Ethyl wyn Trewavas, Theodore Mo nod and the late Carl Hubbs 
in that small but very precious band. From around 1965* Dr Dor was aware of the slow and 
often painful progress made by just over sixty contributors who set out to document the 1248 
species of 221 families of fishes in European waters, which would appear eight years later as 
CLQFNAM or the Check-list of the fishes of the northeastern Atlantic and Mediterranean. In 
a quiet but dogged way Dr Dor decided that alone he would attempt the same thing for the 
thousand or so infinitely more complex and less well studied species of the Red Sea. He would 
appear in the Museums in London, Paris and elsewhere with a briefcase stuffed with flimsy 
dog-eared sheets and patiently wx>rk through literature and specimens. To the onlooker, the 
task seemed impossible. Yet, towards the end of 1984 the task was not impossible : it was 
published. For the first time since Klunzmger's classic treatise of 1870*71, ichthyologists had 
an up-to-date checklist of the fishes of the Red Sea. 

Because of its complex geological history* its rather special hydrographic conditions, its 
modern connexions with the Mediterranean and the dues that it holds to zoogeography and 
special ion. the Red Sea has always fascinated biologists. The composition of its fauna (and 
its flora) is an essential tool to answering questions that reach well beyond the Red Sea itself* 
but this taxonomic key has never been wholly reliable. Apart from many small (but often 
worthy) nibbles here and there* the only real attempts to update Klunzinger's data were those 
of Fowler (1956 - first volume only, to Polynemidae), Klausewitz (1964 - reprint of Klunzin- 
ger, a hundred nominal species added) and Botros (1971 - general review, a hundred and fifty 
species added). Predictably, it was Fowler who made the best attempt to draw all the literature 
together and by good fortune Dr Dor w-as able to mine Fowler’s manuscripts of volume 2-7* 
a most precious source for bibliographical information. Dr Dor also had the support of numerous 
ichthyologists, whose enthusiasm (onesuspects) was matched by their relief at escaping yet 
another FAO/UNESCO formal contribution. 

The structure of the book is essentially that of CLOFNAM, which after twelve years seems 
to have proved its worth. Happily an m-rule has been used instead of a ’slash’ to separate refe¬ 
rences in the synonymies and the species are now consistently alphabetic. Notes on iconogra¬ 
phy* biology, distribution and common names have been omitted* but reasonably so for an ich¬ 
thyofauna so poorly studied. The bibliography occupies 55 pages and, as in CLOFNAM* care 
has been taken to give the full details and dating for works published in parts (e.g, by BJeeker, 
Bloch,Cuvier & Valenciennes), The index is again CLOFNAM style and equally easy to use, 

CLOFRES is not, of course, a final and definitive work. Dr Dor and those w f ho collaborated 
with him have done their best* to bring the taxonomy up-to-date, but many families urgently 
cry out for revision. However, those that set out to revise groups containing species known 
from the Red Sea will have their literature already mapped out. Similarly* those wanting to 
plot the distribution in the Red Sea lor at least the recorded distribution) will find place names 
after each reference ; perhaps a small criticism is the absence after each reference of even a 
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general indication of biological data <e.g. "breeding or "food"). 

Nevertheless, for many years to come CLOFRES will be a vade mecum for anyone working on 
Red Sea fishes, or indeed on many other aspects of this area, CLOFNAM has this year spawned 
the first volume of an illustrated guide with keys, FNAM or the Fishes of the North eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean. Ur Dor has magnificently pioneered such a project for the Red 
Sea and ichthyologists will evermore be grateful to this quiet, kindly and immensely energetic 
octogennarian. 

Peter Whitehead 


